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“‘Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men’”. When they 
brought their boats to the shore, they left everything and followed him.” 
        The gospel writers make it clear that the response by the disciples to the 
call of Jesus was immediate, urgent and unconditional. "They left 
everything and followed him." In Baptism, we too have become His 
disciples! For Jesus said: “For John (the Baptist) baptized with water, but 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” We have 
been made a holy people, a priestly people, commissioned by the Spirit to 
proclaim Christ the Son of God who has saved us from sin and death in his 
glorious resurrection. 
          Everything we say and do after we have said ‘yes’ to Jesus can be 
called the “spirituality of stewardship”. We have been gifted beyond 
measure. We return a portion of what we have been given in humble service; 
to support the ministry of the gospel.      
          Everything that we have, and all that we are comes from our loving 
and gracious God. As disciples of the Lord, Christ is our top priority. We 
take seriously Jesus’ words -"Give as the Lord has given to you...." (Luke 
6.38) 
        From the very beginning of our day, when we offer a simple prayer of 

praise and thanksgiving- to the end of our day when we offer bedtime praise, 
we want God to have center place in our lives.   

"With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow before God the most 
high?" (Micah 6. 6)  
            Every week during Mass, after we have heard the word of God in the 
Scripture and the homily, professed our faith, and offered prayers for our 
church and for the world, the ushers take up the offertory collection. The 
Church tells us that it is both "for the work of the church and the care of the 
poor." This is truly a holy action of prayer. 
        These financial gifts (most of them gift wrapped in their stewardship 
envelopes) are collected. Representative members of our assembly bring our 
money and bread and wine to the altar. 
         The bread and wine will become for us the Body and Blood of 
Jesus Christ as divine food for our spiritual journey, to transform us 
and as a consequence the world in which we live. Our money will be 
used to fuel the mission of the church. 
         This sacrificial offering has always been part of the Eucharist. In 
ancient times coins would have been accompanied with food - homegrown 
and handmade. The food and the money would be set aside for distribution 



after Mass to the church’s poor and needy. Today, your charitable giving 
supports all of our parish ministries at St. Kilian: Outreach and social 
services, faith formation and preparation for the sacraments, liturgy and 
music, the ongoing upkeep and maintenance of our parish buildings, and the 
salaries and benefits for the parish staff. 
         The communion of saints whom we honor this weekend, were 
passionately in love with Christ. Some were martyred for the faith. They 
gave all they had. We seek to follow their way of holiness. During the 
Offertory of the Mass we offer back to God the “first fruits” of our 
work week. We offer the choice portion of what we have received. The 
giving of alms and service to others has always extended beyond the 
worship experience. Consider donating the first hour or two of your work 
week. If you’re retired, move a step closer to the biblical goal of 5% of your 
retirement income to St. Kilian annually (if you’re at 1% go to 1.5 or 2%– 
and 5% to other charities of your choosing (second collection envelopes – 
Propagation of the Faith, CHD, CRS, CMA, etc.). “When I was hungry you 
gave me food….” (Matthew 25) 
          Placing gifts before the altar represents the powerful connection 
between giving our very selves to God, as did the saints, and receiving in 
return God himself in a Holy Communion.  
          We give in imitation of Jesus, the one who surrendered himself in 
loving thanksgiving on the wood of the cross, and destroyed the power of 
death in his Resurrection.  
"The choicest first fruits of your soil you shall bring into the house of the 
Lord, your God." (Exodus 23. 19)  
 
Peace, Father Bruce  


